
1 This section provides information on the general population with                                                                                                                

disabilities in Pennsylvania.  Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau,                                                                                                                               

2015 ACS, 1-Year Estimates. 
2 This section provides information on people with disabilities who                                                                                                                  

receive SNAP benefits in Pennsylvania, based on analysis of                                                                                                                   FY 2015 

SNAP Household Characteristics Quality Control data. 
  

SNAP IS IMPORTANT FOR PENNSYLVANIANS                                                 
WITH DISABILITIES 

People with Disabilities in 

Pennsylvania: 1 

 Are a large part of the       
state population                                  
In 2015, nearly 14% of 
Pennsylvania’s population 
were disabled, representing 
nearly 1.7 million people. 
 

 Have multiple  and 
simultaneous disabilities   
o 51% have difficulty    

moving around 
 

o 39% have a cognitive 
disability 
 

o 27% have serious    
difficulty hearing 
 

o 17% have difficulty     
seeing 

 

 Many are unable to work   
full-time                                              
In 2015, 51% of 
Pennsylvania’s non-
institutionalized population 
with disabilities were adults 
between the ages of 18 and 
64 (885,000 individuals).  Of 
this group: 
 

o 58% (515,000 individuals) 
were not in the labor force   
 

o 21% (188,000 individuals) 
worked part-time   

 

  

SNAP Helps People with Disabilities in Pennsylvania 2 

 In fiscal year 2015, 337,000 low-income non-elderly people 

with disabilities participated in SNAP.  Their average 

monthly household income was about $1,000. 

 

 SNAP helps people with disabilities buy food.  SNAP 

households with non-elderly members with disabilities 

received an average monthly benefit of $210, boosting their 

monthly income by 20%.   

 

 SNAP puts money into Pennsylvania’s economy.  In 2015, 

SNAP provided individuals with disabilities in Pennsylvania 

with $676 million that was pumped into the state economy 

when participants purchased food. 

 

 

 

SNAP Helps Eligible Households with Disabled Members  



1 This section provides information on the general population with disabilities in Pennsylvania.  Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 

2015 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates. 

 

 

 

 

People with Disabilities 

in Pennsylvania 

(cont’d): 1 

Disabilities often limit an 
individual’s ability to work, 
or prohibit full-time work. 
As a result, many 
Pennsylvanians with 
disabilities: 
 

 Face economic hardship       
In 2015, 28% of adults 
aged 18-64 with 
disabilities (327,000 
individuals) had annual 
income below the 
poverty level ($11,880  
annually for an 
individual). 
 

Often, able-bodied adults 
caring for children with 
disabilities also face 
significant work limitations.  
As a result: 
 

 Many children with 

disabilities face 

economic hardship                                   

In 2015, 8% of 

Pennsylvania’s non-

institutionalized 

population with 

disabilities (nearly 

139,000 individuals) were 

under 18 years of age.   

Of this group, 34% (about 

46,000 children) lived 

below the poverty level 

in 2015 ($24,300 annually 

for a family of four). 

 

Beyond providing critical dollars to put food on the 

table, SNAP also helps those with disabilities and 

other members of their families by: 

 Connecting them to other benefit programs such as 

LIHEAP, Medicaid, cash assistance (TANF), the Low-Income 

Heating Assistance Program (LIHEAP), and WIC. 

 

 Providing dollars to offset the significant cost of their 

medical expenses.  Among households with members with 

disabilities that claimed the deduction, their average 

monthly medical expenses were $155.  SNAP’s benefit 

calculation targets those households and provides them 

with additional benefits. 


